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Statement from Bishop Mark Hagemoen, DIOCESE OF SASKATOON
Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon:

I have yet to see the creed of any main-line faith or religion in our world
today advocate violence, hatred, intolerance, and persecution. Quite the contrary
— people who are committed to God’s plan of blessing and renewal are called to
seek the way of healing and forgiveness, respect and reverence of everyone and
everything in creation, and to propose a holy and righteous response to
intolerance.

People who believe in one Creator God of the universe, and indeed all
people of good will, acknowledge that we are led forward to realize an ongoing
and renewing vision of peace, solidarity, and mutual respect as we hear the Spirit
lead us into greater respect, dialogue, and common action. As Rev. Mike Traher
of the Scarboro Missions from my Catholic faith tradition once reflected,

“One of the greatest opportunities for a Christian faith witness is through
interfaith dialogue with people of other faith traditions, each of us
learning to listen and be open to the other. Never before in the history of
the world have the major religious traditions felt such a common desire
and need to listen to one other, to share together each one’s experience of
the Divine. In all of this, God’s Spirit is slowly but surely helping us to
discover that we can all find unity ...even as we experience the diversity of
our religious traditions.”

Sister Donna Geernaert S.C. - a former Director of Ecumenism for the
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops — inspires us to think of the importance
of a common spiritual commitment to interreligious dialogue as an intentional
response to religious intolerance. As she states, “... all religions need to
collaborate in the cause of humanity and they need to do this from a spiritual
perspective. Religious belief which teaches the value and dignity of all life urges
men and women of good will to commit their energies to eliminate hunger,
poverty, ignorance, persecution, discrimination and every form of enslavement of
the human spirit. Without a spiritual framework... the world will not be able to
adequately face the many problems of justice, peace and human development
that call for urgent solutions.” Indeed, our spiritual commitment and energy
must compel us all to build trust, respect, and relationship in a world that can fall
too easy to fearful and hateful responses of disrespect and violence.

Let us choose wisely not only the higher path, but the lasting one.



