As Catholics,

we have a duty to

on October 215

For Catholics, voting is not only a duty but done
correctly — with a properly formed and informed
conscience — it is an act of charity. Catholics are called
to vote not only mindful of our own needs and goals,
but mindful also of those around us — including those
unable to speak for themselves.

Catholics are called to educate themselves on
candidates and issues, as seen through the lens of
Catholic social teaching. We are called to be voices of
virtue, healing and decency in politics, and to demand

that our leaders act in humility for the common good.
We should ask ourselves: is my vote contributing to
the growth of the God-granted dignity of all, and justice
for every Canadian? Am | voting for a candidate who
displays the virtues of humility, integrity and respect
for the dignity of all? Read here about four key issues
Catholics must consider in this election: care for
creation, life and human dignity, economic justice, and
Canada'’s role in the world.
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Care for Creation

In reflecting on climate change and sustainability,
Catholics are called to consider not only our own
generation, but consider those in other places and
generations to come.

“Today’s ecological crisis, especially climate change,’
Pope Francis has said, “threatens the very future of the
human family” and “it is the poor who suffer the worst
impacts of the climate crisis.”

Life & Human Dignity

First in the list of human rights acknowledged by
the Church is “the right to life, from conception to its
natural end, which is the condition for the exercise of
all other rights and, in particular, implies the illicitness
of every form of procured abortion and of euthanasia.”

Voluntary termination of life at any stage necessarily
denies an individual the opportunity to use his or
her gifts, whatever his or her circumstances, to fulfill
themselves by advancing their search for God.

Canada is one few developed countries with no laws
regulating abortion, and one of the few to have legalized
social assistance in death (SAD).

Canada as World Citizen

Canada is among the wealthiest countries on Earth
—we as a nhation have responsibilities toward our
neighbours around the world.

When it comes to foreign aid, a Catholic view would
not link aid with programs that support abortion. Nor
does a Catholic view support arms sales to other
countries, particularly when those arms may be used
against a country’s own citizens or to meddle in the
affairs of neighbouring states.

Canada has also stood as a shining example for the
world in accepting refugees from other countries.

More at

CatholicConscience.org/ConscienceCards

“A good Catholic
meddles in politics.”

-Pope Francis

Economic Justice

Pope St. John Paul Il called for a “society of work,
enterprise and participation,” “not directed against
the market, but [which] demands that the market be
appropriately controlled by the forces of society... to
assure that the basic needs of the whole society are
satisfied.”

Economic principles enumerated by the Church
include:

e The economy exists for the person.

e A fundamental moral measure of our economy is

how the poor and vulnerable are faring.

o All people have a right to the basic necessities of
life including shelter, education, health care, and
security of the person.

o All people have the right to productive work, just
wages and benefits.

e All people have a corresponding duty to work as
they are able, to satisfy the needs of themselves
and their families, and an obligation to contribute
to the broader society.

Work in Canada is becoming more precarious. It is
increasingly difficult for a single-income earner to
support a family. The young and elderly are often under
employed, as the poor and the marginalized go wanting.
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A Prayer for Canadian Voters

Come, Holy Spirit!

As we approach our elections on October 21st,
guide us in faithfully discerning our votes with real
understanding of the issues, the candidates, and the
teachings of our Holy Mother Church, so that we
might choose leaders who will:

o Celebrate life, freedom, and the dignity of all
people, so that each of us might be encouraged
and enabled in our journeys back toward God,
throughout the entire course of our lives here on
earth;

e Respect all creation, so that we and future
generations alike might enjoy the bounty and the
copious fruits of God's love;

» Provide truly dignified work for all, and encourage
us in our work, so that each of us might work with
God as faithful co-creators of a beautiful, fruitful,
and dignified world for all;

e Show the world the gentleness, humility, and
strength of the example we, Canada, can set for
the world; and,

e Remind us always that we are all here together
- one family, one community, for the good of all,
including the poorest, most marginalized, and
most lonely among us.

That you might make us worthy disciples of the
Most Gentle Shepherd we earnestly pray, in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

At Catholic Conscience, our mission is to form
Catholics for Christian citizenship. Join our work to
inspire Catholic civic leadership.

In this election, our Catholic Action campaign is
assisting voters by providing comparisons of the
parties’ platforms based on the Church’s teachings,
information on the Catholic view of politics and civic

institutions, guidance on the Catholic duty to serve in
society, and basic information on how to prayerfully
inform your vote. We are exclusively non-partisan:
we take no sides and provide no endorsements.
We are here to help you faithfully discern your own
vote. Visit www.CatholicConscience.org for these
resources and more.
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