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URSULINES OF PRELATE – 100TH ANNIVERSARY 
HOLY FAMILY CATHEDRAL – JUNE 1, 2019 

Homily By Bishop Mark Hagemoen 
 
Over a century ago, seeing the important spiritual and social needs of 
immigrant families coming to Saskatchewan, an Oblate of Mary Immaculate, 
the missionary Fr. Joseph Riedinger, invited Ursuline Sisters from Winnipeg. 
They had originally been invited there from the city of Cologne, Germany by 
Fr. Paul Hilland, OMI. The Sisters were to come to rural Saskatchewan and 
serve the people of Prelate and the surrounding region.  
 
Following in the example of their holy foundress, St. Angela, they set forth to 
care for the least in the most arduous of conditions. The Ursulines arrived in 
Prelate on April 3, 1919 - Mother Clementia Graffelder, Mother Luitgardis 
Kratochwill, Sister Thekla Bonus 
 
Here are some highlights:  
 
SAINT ANGELA’S CONVENT, PRELATE, SK   OPENED ON DEC. 8, 1919    
(was built by volunteers). Within 25 years, their membership grew to over 
100.  
 
ST. ANGELA’S CONVENT and ST. ANGELA’S ACADEMY operated from 1919 
to 2007, in Prelate. The first Ursuline convent in Saskatoon, 1953 on Elm 
Street. 
 
The Ursulines of Prelate were fundamentally missionaries – and they oriented 
their service and work to all areas of the apostolate. They were especially 
dedicated to the love of learning – science, mathematics, the arts, the liberal 
arts! They were also very devoted to prayer, singing, and celebrating 
community.  
 
The Ursulines were dedicated to MINISTRY: Faith formation, Faith education, 
ministry leadership and ministry support.  
 
They continued in their missionary charism and zeal in being open and 
innovative to new frontiers: including: support of northern missions in 
Canada; initiatives to Swaziland, Brazil, Zimbabwe.  
 
Continued to teach young boys and girls throughout the 60s and 70s . 
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In 1985 – the Ursuline Association for lay people to understand and be 
enriched by the Ursuline tradition.  
 
Overall, Ursuline places of ministry counted as follows: 88 schools, 
67 parishes, 38 educational centres; 11 hospitals and care facilities. 
 
URSULINES OF ST. ANGELA’S CONVENT, PRELATE, SK 
236 women entered the congregation; 120 followed other paths; 81 have 
entered eternity; 35 members continue on the journey 
 

Their motto, “PARTICIPATING IN THE MISSION OF CHRIST BY 
“EDUCATING FOR LIFE” permeated the ministry and life. 
 
************************************************** 
 

What compels a young women to respond to such a call? 

(First reading) Hosea 3: “I will allure her and bring her into the wilderness, 
and speak tenderly to her heart. There she will respond to me, as in the days of 
her youth.” 

I recall a story shared to me personally by another missionary order in 
northern Canada – the Sisters of St. Anne. A train-load of young women who 
had just dedicated themselves to the community and its missionary work – 
came from the area of the NE U.S. and SE Canada – to what is still now the 
wilderness border between BC and the Yukon Territory. This was the area of 
Lower Post – the site of what would become known as the Lower Post Indian 
residential school for the area. Upon arrival of the Sisters, so arrived bus loads 
of young aboriginal children. One young Sister in her early 20’s said, “Where 
are their parents??” Another said, “I do not think their parents are coming.” 
The younger Sister responded, “Then I will try to be the mother and parent for 
these children.”  

This story has stuck with me, as it reveals a personal example about the 
features of the early missionaries to our country.  

Many young men and women – including many affected by the terrible wars 
that had occurred in the early and mid parts of the 20th century – looked to 
respond by making an alternative and meaningful difference with their lives. 
Their faith in God, and in the mission of Jesus our Saviour – was essential. 
Many would seek what now Pope Francis has called the peripheries, 
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geographical and existential – to live a radical and new witness of love and 
faithfulness in the world. Frankly, the faith – let alone the foundations for all 
basic social services and functions in most of North America – were 
established by such generous and dedicated early missionaries. This includes 
the Ursulines of Prelate!! 

These fundamental services included: health, education, various forms of 
social support. Although they had their institutional features – fundamentally 
they carried out their work and support because of the dedicated, zealous, and 
brave religious men and women – who simply did what needed to be done. 
They were what we call today ‘Life-long learners’ – taking up whatever task 
and responding to the needs as they were apparent.  

As our country established itself, and as these large and important social and 
institutional functions were taken up by various levels of government – these 
religious orders and communities continued to seek new ways in which the 
Holy Spirit was calling forward their congregational and personal charisms 
and mission. As already briefly mentioned, this was certainly the case for the 
Ursulines of Prelate!! 

As many of these communities are aging, and members are passing from this 
life to the next, we all wonder – what is their future? Will they continue to 
contribute, or has their time ‘come to an end’? 

******************************* 

Well, God’s ways are not our ways. And God sees and does things we don’t 
expect. Indeed, His plan reveals itself in this world, but will always be ‘out of 
this world’!! 

1) God is always alluring His beloved into the wilderness, and speaking 
tenderly to her heart. And, as we have just been reminded in the recent 
apostolic exhortation by Pope Francis, Christus Vivit, God is calling the 
Church, the People of God, to be young – and to look to the charisms and 
gifts of being young in heart and spirit – in order to hear and respond to 
the Holy Spirit working in the Church and the world of today!! Today we 
recall the history of the lives of the Ursulines of Prelate. AND, we thank all 
of you for continuing to show us what it means to be young, as disciples, 
and as the beloved of our Lord Jesus!! 
 

2) Secondly, one of the great gifts everyone notices about this community of 
Ursulines, is their gift of GRATITUDE. It should be no surprise that they 
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chose Philippians 1 as their 2nd reading today: “I thank my God every time I 
remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for 
all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel – from the first day until 
now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among 
you will bring it to completion …” 

 

Gratitude, generousity, and magnanimity are now more counter-cultural and 
prophetic than ever. We must look to persons and communities who come into 
our lives, and demonstrate most excellently this attitude and life.   

We need peoples whose lives show us the prophetic and life-changing 
qualities of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The legacy of the Ursulines of Prelate – 
let alone the witness of its current members and the Ursuline Associates – we 
know will continue to be this potent light in the grey and darkness of our 
times.  

The prophetic example of the Ursuline spirit I think is demonstrated in their 
choice of today’s Gospel – John 15. Today we thank the Ursulines of Prelate 
for not being merely servants, but friends of Jesus Christ, who have and still 
lay down their lives for the beloved of God. In this spirit, I would like to refer 
to the document “Consecration and Secularity” from the Congregation for the 
Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life. The document 
points out that one of the great challenges of contributions of religious life is 
what it calls the constant tension toward prophecy. As you hear this statement 
on the tension of prophecy, I invite you to think of the witness and 
contribution of the Ursulines of Prelate. As it states,  

 
“Prophecy is a lifestyle which should be, on its own, a protest against a worldly 
life, because it is an alternative way of living and of building relationships: a 
lifestyle based on the Gospel.”  

“Prophecy entails not fearing any place or situation; on the contrary, it entails 
discerning and collaborating to fulfill salvation history, starting precisely from 
where persons are at the point of being excluded, suffer indifference and are 
being robbed of their dignity. Prophecy entails highlighting what is positive in 
any situation; to re-evaluate all the human virtues which render true every 
kind of relationship, and are support of the commitment for a new world.”  

“Prophecy entails a discernment and creativity which come from the Spirit: 
discernment means making an effort to understand and interpret the signs of 
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the times, accepting the complexity caused by the ‘already but not yet’, the 
fragmentary nature and the precariousness of our time. Creativity entails the 
capacity to imagine new solutions, to invent innovative and more adequate 
responses for the new situations that one has to face. …Journeying with 
humanity is a theological reality.”  

And so, God only knows the future of the Ursulines of Prelate. But is not that 
the case for us all?  

One thing that is sure – God has and is doing great things through the this 
community of religious women. They may not carry on their mission exactly as 
they have for the last 100 years. But clearly they have will continue to inspire 
new ways and forms of missionary and apostolic life. They are also a 
significant part of the seed-bed of new vocations coming forward, that will be 
inspired and informed by the life and dedication of the Ursulines of Prelate.  

We thank them – and God – immensely for a radical and 
committed taking up of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, by Word, 
Mission, and Life. The Ursulines of Prelate have shaped the Catholic and 
wider community of Saskatchewan. We continue to look to their example as 
we discern how to build on such faith and service.  

Indeed we are here today because of the Beloved has responded with her life 
to the Ultimate Lover! 


