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CONGREGATIO            Vatican City, June 4, 2019 
PRO CLERIS 
 
 
Prot. N. 20181275 
 
 
Your Eminence / Your Excellency, 
 
 The upcoming June 28 will once again mark the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, during which we celebrate every year the Day of the Sanctification of Priests. 
 
 This day is a precious opportunity to invite priests to recall the gift that they have 
received, to discover it anew and to share the trials and joys of the pastoral ministry. 
 
 To this end, our Congregation considers that it would be beneficial to follow the example 
of the Holy Father who chose, during this year’s Chrism Mass, to offer priests a booklet entitled 
La nostra fatica è preziosa per Gesù. Omelie delle Messe crismali [Our Hard Work is Precious 
to Jesus. Homelies for the Chrism Mass] published by the Vatican Press (Libreria Editrice 
Vaticana). As the title indicates, this collection gathers the seven homilies for the Chrism Mass 
that the Holy Father has preached so far; they are thus addressed particularly to priests, and their 
spiritual and pastoral value is well-adapted to accompanying priests in their apostolic mission 
and in the needs and challenges of priestly ministry. 
 
 Consequently, for the Day of the Sanctification of Priests, the Dicastery proposes a day of 
recollection for priests during which Ordinaries might suggest a sharing based on the content of 
these homilies of the Holy Father, in a context of a structured prayer time, organized according 
to the local needs and pastoral possibilities. Moreover, I will give an interview to the 
Osservatore Romano in order to highlight the importance of this Day. 
  
 With the conviction that this event may be a very spiritual moment of priestly fraternity, I 
offer you, Eminence / Excellency, my heartfelt and respectful greetings. 
 
 
______________________________ 
To their Eminences and their Excellencies 
Presidents of the Bishops’ Conferences 
At their respective headquarters 
  



 

Beniamino Card. Stella 
Prefect 

 
+ Joël Mercier  

Titular Archbishop of Rota 
Secretary 

+Jorge Carlos Patrón Wong 
Archbishop-bishop emeritus of Papantla 

   Secretary for seminaries 
 
 

 


